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. FOCREWORD

This study is the third in a series prepared by Maj.
Kramer J, Rohfleisch on the role of the AAF in the South
Pacific. It begins with the period immediately following
the expulsion of the Japanese from Guadalcanal early in
February 1943, and it projeets the narrative of operations
forward to 15 October 1943, at which time the Thirteenth
Air Force already was engaged in preparing the way for the
invasion of Bougainville, The cenber of its interest lies
in the New Georgia campaign, hogether with the subsidiary
operations in the Central Solomons which followed the fall
of Munda early in fugust. Unlike its two predecessors,
this third study is able to describe the operations and
difficulties of an actual air force, rather than those of
an aggregation of units under Navy snd Marine command, for
the AAF by mid-summer of 1943 had in the South Pacific
equipment and planes sufficient to perfomm its task in a
manner far more effective than was the case in 1942. Its
commanders no longer appeal to Washingbon for help and
reinforcements in tones at time indicating traces of des—
peration; instead their correspondence displays increasing
opbimism. Bub, as is coumon to so many human institutions
with the passing of the pioneer period, the original zest
and spontaneous participation slacken as the founders tire
and weaken, 3o it was late in 1943 in the Thirteenth Air
Force, where tropical warfare left a heavy imprint upon the
mass of AAF personnel commitied to the Solomons, Some of
these problems are indicafed in the following chapters,
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INTEODUCTION

8ix months after the larines first set foot on Guadalcanal the
. campaign for that island ended with the Japanese evacuating their

surviving forces on the night of 7/& February 1943, The eneny sucw
ceeded in this withdrawal by maneuvering the fmerican naval forces
into positions to protect Guadaslcanal from the possibility of another
all-oubt Japanese assault. For more than three monbhs the Marines had
clung precariously to Henderson Field and slowly enlarged their beache
head. Following a period of relatively little activity, the First
Marine Division was withdrawn in December; two Army divisions then
moved into position to undertake a final offensive, one which attained
its objective on ¢ February.l

For the ground units cembat had ceased, except for the tedious task
of rounding up the sick and wounded Japanese scattered about on Guadal-
capal singly and in small groups. But for the air units there was little
rest; the enemy still held many airfields within range of beombers of all
types. Hearly 400 miles northwest was the sirong base in the Buin area
st the southern tip of Bongainville, where vessels lying in Tonolei
Harbor were under the protection of near-by Kahili Field, which the Jap
had been using since September 1942, and of Ballale Island, whose runway
had permitted air operations since late December 191;2.2 In front of

. Buin lay Shortland Island with several smaller satellites, which prom

vided not only strategic AL emplacements but also protected moorings
for enemy seaplanes; while adjoining the north end of Bougainville

was the excellent base on Buka Island which the Jap used as a handy
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Chapter I

HELLS AID ALCPTICH OF THL LLFTON PLAW

The cnemy bed been driven from Cuedeleanal, bub a long and painful
road lay shead before he could be eviched from £ll ithe bolowmone and from
Febaul, whdeh wap the logicel clbjective tenerds wvhose seizure or neubreli-
motion She Soulh Pacifie forces wure =oving etrely in 1943, Tt was ir. el
uwely acperen. L0 CObL laleey ard mumon Lhel w23 tloned sicfield edtes were
1
aceustEry Lo Gurporh oporetions u olno b bhe next rajor ovjcclive, Liew Georgia.
The Tassell Islonlsgreup oflered the necessary inier.edialc step,
ever Troush these islamnds lay only 70 siles northwest of Guadelewnal, &8
ezely as & .ebruwry UIVelslr.G direchted that the /34 Division “ecome a
pars of Tisk force ©2, then forsdng in louwea for ihe invasion of the
Twmeselle; wrd to there ere olded the 34 Jerine hwider sottalion, “erire
sdrevest Group 2L, and tle 35th Bavel Construction Taliclion, xlthough it
suo undershood bhut no enemy forceg remained on the Rursells, bhe 434

Division, leer the 1724 Combat Yeam, ves vrerared for 2 taelical landing.

;I*

g ~dditionul prepoeaticn Tor the advapee, CCUS0PLC strengthened the sir
unihes cu Goadsleural, sendiog up }_‘amtoga‘s air rroup for o weeko! tem-
porary duly epa orderin: a ccn Linuation of bhe air siieeks by heavy bomiers
egainst enemy shipping and con vtant, surface veepels in the Duin arci.
Tupoa znd Vile vere nared us teriehs fer repeated air aticcks, while the
covthicst Tacific forces vere requestel to fnrnich eir supnort from 13/19
Fetrvary through the night of zo/23 vebruery by & nightly 3-24 strike

aprinet Suinfe shipping, plue niohlly hersssnent of fubili anoe Hzllele

N I ssa st
- o e

;‘n‘l _

e
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fields by Ga.ta]inas.3 The CACTUS (Guadaleanal) air units were to provide
all necessary fighter cover for the operation ss well &s all local sesrches,
Admiral Fitch in his order stressed the point that eny daylight strikes
. sgalnst Buin must have sufficient fighter escort to prevent disproporticnate
lossess he had not forgotten the two daylight strikes by the new B-24 units
cn 13 and 14 February, efforts which had taken s heavy toll of the over-all
bomber strength. No less than five B-2{'s of & total of 15 in the two mis~
sions had gone down over the Shortland area or on the way home, an experience
which brought & halt to all deylight bombing attacks upon this srea until
more adequate Pighter cover could be provided.4
At 0600 on 21 February the first waves of troops headed for shore in
the Bussells to begin the long advance up the chain of the Solomons toward
the eventusl goal of Haebaul, The primary objective was Banika Igland,
with secondary lendings aimed at Pavuvu, No opposition was met st any
roint by the three landing foreces which reached shore at Pepesala Bay on
the north coast of Pavuvu, at Renard Sound on the east side of Benika,
and at Wernham Cove on the southwest coast of the same island. Lendings
continued on the nights of the 2lst, 22d, and 233, as planned, and at no
time did the ensmy interfere, A total of three hostile aircraft was
sighted during the cperations, but the Japenese failed to indicate by
offensive sction that they possessed advance knowledge of the invasion.5
Figbter cover from CACTUS was continuous snd under l?cal control of the
. Russells; it would continue accordingly until a fighter control unit could
be placed in conmission on one of the newly captured islands.
If was known that on the islends there were Japaness coastwatchers

who conld report on all movements, bub for some inexplicable reason the enemy

delayed his air sttacke. In order to guard against aerisl surprise, on

SOROEIN. = SECURITY INFORWATION
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Pavuvu the 579th Signal Compeny installed its“Tader on'26 ¥ebruary, while

overhead during the landing period Fighter Command of COMAIRSOLS provided
a strong fighter cover; but as soon as the troops were safely ashore this
was reduced to & normel strength of four plal;es from dawn to dusk.6
Not until 6 NMarch was radio silenca lifted in the Russells, permii;ting
operation of the air warning system and of the radar, Even then full
warni:fg was not evailable uniil the 19th when a Navy SCR 270 wds installed
on Lingata Peningula on Banike Island, This unit then joined the 579th
Signal Gompany in the lsland warni.ng net, and the corbined facilities
provided coverage over an arc of nearly 360° for a distance of 80 to 90
miles; plots frequenily were made on plenes 140 to 150 miles distant
from the }:lslands.v '

The primery reason for selzure of the Hussells was to acquire sdvance
air;bases. Accordingly, construction ;rork was tsken in hand immediabtely
by the 33d Seabee Battelion, ssasiasted by specialized personnel from the
118th Engineering Bettalion. Work wae begun on Fighter No, 1 (Sunlight)
onty two days-after the initial landings; by 13 April landings and take-
off's had been made snd on 15 April the fighter strip-was ready for sus-
tained operations. Surfaced with rolled coral end equipped with taxiways
and dispersal arees, the strip was designed eventually to accommodate 60
aircraft.s

On the very day that radfo silsncewas lifted in the Russells, 6
March, the Jap opened his air offensive against the U, S, po;i'bions
in the sm&ll group of islends. At 1350 he struck with eight dive
bombers and eight fighters at the supply sreas, then followed the bombing
with a strafing ;:h'back. Lhere was some damage, but the effort cost the Jap

9
four dive bombers, shot down by the fighterﬂqover sent: ug_fro% g_tl?d&lcmal

™ 1
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Four days later the enemy t-rijed again, once more in broad deylight.

This time radsr geve a warning while the enemy planes were 50 miles out,
with the result that when the 10 Vals and 12 Nagoys Zeros attacked, they
inflicted very minor demage. Immedistely upon picking up the bogey, sight
P-381¢g w'ere: screnbled from CACTUS to sugment the local Russell patrol of
four planes, but the patrol did well cn its own account; with no help from -
the 44 it shot down three of the Vals and one of the Zeros, without loss

to itself.m ]

These two efforts had accomplished 1ittle for the Japanese; at s
wastege of elght plenes they had destroyed some equipment, but they
scarcely Interfered with the progress of construction on the Russells,

It was apparent that for some reesson the enemy was not yet ready to move
down in force, for toward the end of the month he resorted to a series of
night attagks » striking on 23, 2/, snd 26 March but never with any success.n

On the whole March was & qulet month in the Solcmons. The Jap faced
serlous problems In his attempt to mainteln his position in the island
chain; either he must abandon the islends or he must teke immediate ateps
to strengthen what he yet held and to regain what he had 105'['..12 For ]
Allied sir cperations worked in such & wey that each fresh tase became a
succesglve cercer in the structure of the enemy's defenge line, sending
out its tentacles and relentlessly destroying the equirment and perscnnel
opposirg it., No equilibrium could be reached between the two forces, let
alone maintained, for cne would consume the other, Already constent air

attacks egainst Munde end Vile had made these bases unsafe for opere-

tiong, and the whole problem of supplying the New Georgle garrison was

A7
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The sawme situsilon preveiled in

rapidly worsening for the Japenese,
New Guines where the destruction of the convoy in the Blsmarck Sea action
had temporarily cut off the forces in the Lae~Salamau ares,

. By surveying all avsilable information it was concluded that "svidence
is overwhelring" that the Jap had no intention of sbandonment, and that
every indicetion pointed toward a strong Jepsnese offensive action in the
neer fubture. In the New Britain-Vew Irelend-Sclomons area was the largest
eneny alr force ever assembled in the Southwest Paclfic, and there was
evidence that large~ccale reinforcement was under wey, Temporarily
eneny air ectivity wes confined to recomnelsssnce, strongly indicating
thet airereft end crews were being stored up for mejor operations, Ever
gince the turn of the year, photographs haed revesled intense construction
activity in the Solcmons, particularly in the appesrence of fresh blast
pens and dispersal lenes. The growth was regarded as "phenomenal®; by
15 February there was shelter for 245 aircraft as compared to 72 on 15
Decemkter 19&2.15 Kevienr and Rabaul both showed the results of inbtense
effort by the Japsnese construction crews, evidence which led the photo-
graphic interpreters to conclude that from Munde to Kavieng the Jepanese
by mid-Februery could shelter no less then 461 aircreft. Furthermore,
5.1; was no longer necessary for the enemy to hold hls Bettys and Sallys
back in Rateul and Kevieng; now there were 'at least 72 blast pens avall-
able for medium bombers in the Solemons, 44 &t FMunds and Tallale, 18 at

. Buka, and at lesst 10 at Kahili, Everywhere there were increased in- ¢
stallations, searchlights, and most dangercus of all, many more fighters.l

Amid these speculations as to Jepanese intentlons, the commanders of

all gervices, both in the field and in V»ash:}ngton, were taking stock
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of their rescurces and how these should be applied in the-South and
Soutkwest Pacific, For the first six monthe of the Solcmons cempaign
the problem had been to press the Jap back from & position where he might
severely damage, or at least maintaiﬁ a threet against, the line of
commmicetions to Austrelie. By February this task was completed. GCon-
currently, in New Guinea a similar denger was eliminated in Jenuary

1943 when the Jzpanese were defemted in Papug; their victory here would
have threatened Australia directly. By the end of February both Papus
and the Lower Solomons were secure, 'Now it wes time to look ahead to
more distant goals.

The firgt mejor objective would be Rebaul, Until thet grest focal
point of Japanese activity was seized, or at least until air and ravel
control of the New Eritain ares was established, the planned scirnec
of the Southwest Pacific forces westward along the New Guinea coest was
écarcely possible.17 To outline this problem, General MacArthur had
prepared an over-all strategic plan for the reduction of Rabeul, the
"Elkton" Plan, which was based upon the utilizetion of the forces in
both the Youth and Southwest Pacific. His scheme hed the grest merit
of not attempting’more‘than was -Teasible; it hed been formilsted after
the experiences of the Papuan campeign,and hence its authors wefg somewhat
more reslistic in their appraisel of Jepanese resistance then esrlier
planners hed been.l8

Rabaul was regerded as the apex of a triangle, one leg of which ex-

tended southeastward through the Solomons, the other westwsrd along New

LR STy
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leg of the triangle. Eikton involved three distinet tasks, the firgi
of which--seizure and occupation of the Santa Cruz Islands, Tulagl, and
adjacent positions~-slready had been completed with the defeat of the
Japanese on Guedalcansl, Ahead lay the second major assignment invelwing
the seizure and occupation of las, Salamau, the remainder of the Solomons,
together with the east coast of New Guinea; and the third, which involved
-the seizure and oceupation of Rabaul and sdjacent positions in the New
Britain-New Ireland area.20

A survey of the plan indicated that MacArthur was not interested
in the capturs of land areas as such; his goal in every case was to
e=stablishk one more rung in the ladder of ai:;’bases gso that lend«baged
aircraft could provide direct cover and’suppor'b for the next step. Thus the
capbure of airdromes in the Huon Gulf area would provide the basis for
direct g.upport of the contemplated landings seross the Vitiaz S'braiff on
New Britein; similarly New Georgials airstrip would provide air cover for
subseguent landings on Bougeinville; while the installation of Allied lend=-
based aircraft on New Britein and Zouzainville would rermit the serial
assault upon and isolation of Rabaul and Kavieng. lhe final gorl was the
capture of Habaul, but whether this should occur before or after 'I:,he fall of
Kavieng would be determined by circumstances prevailing at the tine .21

The initial operations in MacArthurts sirategy were designed to
capture airdromes in the Huon Peninsula area preliminary to subsequent
advances eastwerd in New Britain, HMachArthuwr regarded as secure the line
between Buna and Guadalcax;al 3 worth and south of this line, which extended

on to the Fijis, each slde had concenirated its strength in ixg
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around airfields, leeving the remainder of the adjecent land areas for
L

the most part uncccupied. In the Sclomons the immediafe godl nerth of
the line was New Georgia, where the Japs had their air installations on
Munde Point, but the Scuthwest Pacific commander expressly stated that
the drive along the New Guinea coast must precede the atteck through the
Solomons; then both attacks should converge upon Rebaul as a single
autuelly supporting operation. Throughout the peresllel campeigns employ-
ment of avietion of both forces would be cecordinated by the Commander in
Chief of the Southwest Yacific Area, who could shift his air efforts in
support of either force requiring the meximum asslstance at the moment.22
The Elkton Plen was submitted to the Joint Chiefe of Staff (JOS) in
March 1943 after MacArthurts chief of staff, Maj. Gen. H. K. Sutherland,
attended the Pacific Theater Conference held st Washington. Immedlately
) it precipitated a lively debate, not sc much over the strategic impii-
cations, with vhich there was general agreemeﬁ'b, but hecsuse it revived
the 014 question of priority of the Pacific theater and because it left
open the question of comrend of Army-Navy joint operations. Yuring 1942,
it had been determined that the primary effort should be made against
Germeny and that these operstiong should not be weskered by dlversion te
the Pacific. Forces for the Pacific should bew allocated with a view
torard maintaining precsure upon Jepenj; retaining the initiative and
atteining a pogition of resdiness for the final full-scale offensive
eg scon as Cerngny was laid low.23

For support of hig plen MachArthur bad requested air strength

Wereatly in excess" of the forces thet could be moved to the ares, call-
~ sty dy LB T
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ing for no less tken 10 groups of aircraft to be employed by Helsey in
the contemplated New Georgie opem‘ls:i.nn.zlp Army pleanmers particularly’
were reluctant to accede to this, believing as they did the previous
yeer, that attainment of the mexinum possible bomber offensive against
Germany must not be ﬁeopardized by diversions of combat aircraft to theaters
of lesser strategic impor‘t;ance.25 Nevertheless, some inore;se in air
strength was forthcoming, for on 20 March the Joint Chiefs informed the
Pacific Theater Gg?fbrence delegates of a projected Incresse in heavy and
medivm bombers, in troop carriers and photo planes, although fighter strength
would be reduced except for night fighters.26 Three deys later the Joind
Chiefs edvised Mackribur and Halsey of the chenges which would increase
each of the two South Pacific heavy borber groups to four sgquadrons, with
a plene strength of 12 sireraft per squadron, for a totel of 96, The medium
bomber group would be augmented from 46 to 57 plsnes and troop carrier
strength would be brought up to two full squedrons of 13 plenes each.27
At the seme time the Joint Chiefs informed MacArthur thet they desired
early development of beses on Kirlwina and Woodlark islends, that the air-
fieslds on Woodlark should be acgomplishad by eonstruction batialions from h
the South Pacific, and that the aircraft complement for this island should
be furnished from Halsey's command.28

After examining the revised schedule of commitments for the two
Pecific areas the representstives of the Pacific commanders agreed that
with the fresh forces allotted them they could extend thelr advance along
New Guinea to Medsng, including Cape Gloucesier, Kiriwina, and Woodlark,

29
sand they could gain & foothold on southeast Bougainville.
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AAFRH=-20 St
forceg--ground, sea, air, a.ud subsurfaice--should be deployed to msin-
tain the security of the entire Facific area, ineluding the South Paciﬁ.c?
snd that those forces committed to the Solomons operations must remain at
all tines availaeble to meet situations anyvhere in the Pacific Ocean J‘.:r-edil‘32
The Navy commender feared the "serious complications" which might arise if
certain forces were "frozen" in the South or Southwest Pacific, He was
particulaerly concerned over the exposed position of Samoa, eiting the
recent enemy bombings of Canton; he did not know where the Jap would strike
next, snd consequently strongly felt that the fleet must be kept £fluld to
nmeet any threa‘t.33
General Marshall agreed, explaining thet in planning the directive
to MacArthur he had attempted to avoid a situatlon in which & large navel
force would be conirolled by an Army officer; he recognized too the fact
that Halssy commaended an extensive area containing ceritain troop commands
and air uwnits other than those committed to the Elkton operations and that
thess should not be drawn under control of Gendral Macﬁrthur.34 It was
clear that no disagreement existed on this point. The problem was one
of proper phreseclogy in the ingtructions to the Soubthwest Pacific commander
and in the final draft of the directive it was stated that units of the
Pacific Ocean Areas, other than those assigned by JCS to task forces in
the Solomons operations, would remain under the control of Admiral Nimitz .35
qu the most part the Joint Chiefs accepted MacArthur's plan for
the double cffensive against Rabaul, but on one point Admirsl King
raised obhlections. The question was one of proper tinming of the successive

amphibious assaults, DBecause MacArthur believed that amphibious forces

‘E’éimnsmm
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would he ur;able t0 operate succesfully in the New Georgis area under the
threat of the enemy's air bases on Bougainville end New Britain, and at
Kavieng, he maintained that these first must be neutralized., Since their
neutralization by eir could be effected only from the Vitimz Strait area,
he rescommended that the asgaults on the Jop bases in the Huon Gulf precede
those directed against Few Georgia.36

In Washington there was some additicnel support for this arrangement,
but Admival King raised very strong objections. In establishing this sequence
of tesks COMINCH consldered that Ma.cArth;Jr "was motivated by the immediate
problem in hand and not by the Pacific as a whole .“37 He was apprehensive
over the sugg?stion that Halsey's forces would remain idle in the South
Paeific while positions were being consclidated on the northeast coast of
New Gui.neta..38 There was of course & re;son for the sequence as proposed
by the Southwest Pecific commander; he feared that lerge-scale operations
in the South Pacific during the pericd of consoligiation on the coast of New
Guinea would necessitate sending forces, particularly air, to support Haleey
just at a time when they could not well be spared., On the other hand, as
Mershall pointed out, the fisld commanders must of necessity take advantage
of every opportunity to push ehead in areas where resistance was weak,
And there was some reason to believe that the Japanese could not remain
strong in both areas at once. If they should concentrate their forces in
the New Cuinea battle, then Halsey's men immedistely could push ahead;
while converssly if the Japs shou}d' regist the Solemonsg operations, then
MacArthur's forces ‘could euiv.'.smncefs.j9

In any case, Admiral Helsey had no intention of remaining idle; he
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would eontlnue to exert pressure upon 'bhe Japanese, employlng his land-

based sviation, and would be prepared to move intoc New Georgis and soubh-
ern Bougainville if this could be accomplished without bringing on a

. major opera'bion.w The final solutlion to the debate on precedence was
reached in the adoption of a proposal by Admiral XKingt the Supreme
Commender of tle Southwest Pacifie Area would submit to the Joint Chiefs
of Staff for approval his general plans, including the composition of
tasgk forces and the sequence and timing of major offensive operations.kl

By the end of March dehbate had ended. The tasks were clearly de-

fined; shead lay the objectives, ihether in New Guinea, on Bougeinville,
or in New Britain, they were much the same. Each assault would involve
the isolmtion, neutral:i.zation, end final capture or by-passing of & small
island of Japanese gir strength clus‘i:ered sround the air strip which had
been carved out of the jungle. Fxperlence slready gained warned that the
defense would be fanatical, and if the gssault were msde frontally without
adequate alr preparstion, it could prove costly. But whereas the enemy's
ground forces might absorb losses, hls merchant marine and naval service
could not, not without sericusly weakening the entire Japanese strategic
plan. MecArthur!s staff reasoned that as soon as the Jap reached a
point where exploiteticn of the conguered territories had become seriocusly
affected by lack of chipping, and meintensnce of the outposts hed becone
costly, the enemy would abandon the Bismarck-Solomon line end fall back

. upen the Mendates ea the main line of resista;ace .‘!‘2 Thug if the ssssults
were to be cornducted at minimum coet, the first gtep muet involve & cone
tinuetion of the effort to isolate eech successive cbjective, and for this

task the greeter burden would fall upon the Fifth Air Force in the Kew

Guinee area, and upen Halsey's land-besed aviation, ineluding the Thirteenth

v——---..,..

Air Force, in the South Pacific. Wm%m mw&ﬁm
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with Ldmirsl Fiteh (COMAIKSOPAC) and in direct conference reach an agree-
ment as to proper control of the EZAF unite working under the ¥avy,
COKSOPAC etated that for his pert he would abide by whatever decisicn
was schieved, unless his two subordinste commanders were uneble to agree.45

For the better pert of two days, 2 and 3 Merch 1943, Fitch and
Harmon met in conference, At iis conclusion COMGENSOPAC presented to
the navel air commander an outline of his own recommendations for the
proper employment of AAF aireraft in the South Paci;t‘:lf.:.zp6 The key pro-
posals are contained in the statements that the highest degree of effect-
jveness would be achieved by vesting combet corrand of the verious air
forces in their respective cervices; secondly, thet any necescary dis-
ruption of normal command channels should bg held to a minimom; and
thirdly, thet the air forces should be employed in the purpose for which
they had been organized, equipped, and trained. Short of over-all opera-
ticnal control, Harmon desired the clesest possible participation by his
om air commanders in planning the details of missions, and he wanted a
clear recognition of the right of the AAF leaders to advise the local
air commander (in thic case primerily COMAIRSOLS) as to proper formetions,
borib 1ondings, escort, and combat techniques.£7 His final request was &
restatement of a policy which he had strongly advoceted since the eaxrliest
days of the Guadalcensl campeige: that Army bomberdment airoraft should
be used primarily on bombardrent misslons, and thelr employment for pur-
poses of search and patrol should be 1imited.48

Admirel Fiteh received the recormendations end offered his full

concurrence, advising COMGENSOPAG that in the future his direction of
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activities affecting the Thirteenth Alr Force would be in mccordence
with the principles suggested by the Army c::cun:rumde‘.t'.‘Q9

CONMGENSOPAC spoke of course only for the AAF sgince the Thirteenth

. _ Alr Force was only one component of the South Pacifit_{ alir orgenizaetion.

In order to clarify the function of all the gervices in the area, on
11 March COMAIRSOPAC issued a new Air Operstion Plan for the Solcmons
alr uni'bs.ﬁo Ite beslc assumptions were thet the enemy now was in a
defensive position in the Scolcmons=New Britzin-Kew Guines ares and that
his operations would be designed to inflict the meximum possible atiri-
tion upon Allied forces. The Jep would continue his air raids upon
Guedslecenel, Tulagi, and upon Allied surfece foreces; he would try night
borberdment of Allied airfields, and he might even attempt "Commando®
raids against exposed positions.51 To ckeck him three tasks were given
to the air forces., Firaht, it was mssumed that the destruction of enemy
shipping was the most effective employment of eircreft, for this could
deny the enemy his logistic support and his Solcmons bages would Thilvel from
aonsupport.. Next, the Thirteanth Air Fcrcg, the Marines, nsval units,
and the New Zeslanders should sirike at enemy shore installations with-
in renge to reduce Jepanese air strength; snd finslly, these unitse
should support the operaticns of Allied surface forces in the Solcmons.52

To the Bomber Command (of CONMAIRSOLS) went the responsibility for
conducting long-range day and night attacks ageinst surface forces, air-

. dromes, and ground instellations as ordered, and when necessary to pro-

vide heavy bombers to the Sparch and Patrol Command for use in search
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missions, This involved primarily AAF heavy bombers, ss well as the
mediung, but no AAF units were direc'lr,];y concerneg with the instructions
‘to the Strike Comrand., The function of this command was to carry out
revested dlve, glide, or low-level 'bom’oing attacks upen Jepenese surface
units and airfields, and to assist the Search and Patrol Cormend when
necessary.53 .

COMAIRSOLS' Fighter Comrend was the most diverse of all the Solcmons
gir organizations and its duldes were mahifold, Its wnits were to defend
Allied bases against Jepanese eir attacks and to provide escort for sir
striking groups, as well as cover for Allied haval forces; the fighters
were to strafe enemy surfece forces and shore installations e;s ordered,
and to conduct fighter sweeps over enemy positions. In addition to these
functions, Fighter Gom:ra;xd was assigned the operation of sll alr wearning
service uniis, flighter director units, and all unite concerned with the
interception of enemy a.’:.lt-c-.ra:t"l:..54 The tempo of all operations would he
controlled by general directives issued by COMAIRSOPAC and the locel unit
coprenders were reminded that all Sflomons aircraft would operate at all
times under the cperational comtrol of COMAIRSOLS, who himself was a task
group cormander under COMAIRSCPAC, It was the responsibility of Admiral
Fitch as COMATRSOPAC to effect coordination of the interlocking or over-
laiaping operations of the souedrons based st various South Pacifiec sir-
,dromes.55

An sdditionel step toward clarificetion of the confusing cormand
structure preveiling in the South Facific was taken by the Joint Chiefs
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of Staff in April when they atiempied %o de:t:ine the position of the
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services involved in joint operations, Perhaps no other theater of-

y fered such s complete case history of centinuing joint Army-Navy opers-

. ticns as did the South Pacific and, as Hermon had discovered, the

responsibilities and prerogatives of both services not always had been
understood or observed, The Guadalcanal cempaign was not yet a month
o0ld when it was realized thabt the old line of clesvage hetween Army and
Nevy action was disappserings that the air arm which operated equelly
well over land and water hed injected fresh need for clarificetion.of
regponsibilitles. %

Discussion on the question dragged slowly; in fact the Nevy haed
adopted something like = pocket veto, declining toc offer its comments
for several monthe, even after the adoption of a principle regulating
combined unified command at the Casablancs Conference.57 Admiral Bileri,
gpeaking for the Navy, stated thet he "sew no reason why the Services
should bind themselves to unity of Commend on the basls of a rigld rule;
that the determining factor involved was the readiness of commenders to
cooperate and that necessary ccoperation could not be obtained by formal
d.’crm::’b:i.ve,E*..“58 Despite such objections, the Navy was ready to consider
tke problem in the following month, for it was recognized that all U, S,
military operstions now hed "joint implications" or were jolnt in char-
acter, thus meking mendatory a clear definition of the functions of

. a joint cmmna.ndenr.s9 On 20 April, nearly eight months after the gquestion
first had been introduced, the Joint Chiefs of Staff issued their direc-

é0
tive covering the problem of unified commend for joint operatlons. The
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JCS prineiplzs ertedied in Hhie veper vere g Tollowss
(1) & single consenver bo Te Jeciiruied vy J0S on the Tusis of
the tusk Ho e periormed,

. {2) Coirerd prero.tites over bhe joink force to e the sare us

T the forces vere £11 iy or Davy.

n

(3) Fartdcipation by the joint Force comrander in cdministrelive
ratiers to be beld te o mninivar,

(4) Dieeiplirery albers rormally be Ye hendled Lhrourh comranders
oi The services coneallede

(5 "mjor Jdireciives melating te corponente of tre Torce %o be
gent Gy the Joinl Ghiefs of Siaff to tne joint Forece comsander.

(¢) Joint force con:order rermzlly net to funetion in r dual
capredty ar foroe corsdhk el abd 2 con arner of o conponent of bis
fores,

(7) Joint reree cotranfer to e ceslsied by a joinb stuff rep~
recenting the ccrpopents of hir force,

(8) any swividiary joini foree to e orgrnised on hthe same prine
ciples . Lrneese resuleting tie Jamesr unit,

Ii oz under the. e gulding rrineiples that +the ‘[hirteenth iip

crhirmes to do go wntil the entire

e

dorea opersiad din lhe bolerons wnd

erzanication vue relisved Iron Halosyle corand el asglened to tie Fer
et adre YoreeSon 18 June 1W/ . eonddle lhe lnredigbe problen eb

. hend v & to prerare the vay ver b oscault on the enemyls positions

in the Centrzl 2clorons.

The rerth of Twreh furmsnﬂu rorvebhing like s breetlding spell for
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both the opposing forces in the Solomens, Kfter the enemy's initial
relds ageinst the Fussells on & and 10 March, there was little contact
with him for the balance of the month., Fighters continued to cover
the new positions on the Russells while heavy bombers, now upable to hit
Buin in daylight becsuse of inadequate fighter escort, harassed that
erea by night, The phote planes maintained & close dally check on air
abd shipping movements in and out of the Buln fields and anchorages,
as well as on Buka at the other end of Tougsinville, B=24's and B-17's
struck generally in 1light strength of two to four planes and their
targets were Ballale, Kahili, =nd f:hortland Island; often they saved
a pertion of their loed for the return trip, when they would drop
their bombs on the Munde strip or at Vils on Kolombangnra.él

The fighters bad work other then interception of enemy air attacks.
Almogt daily escorts were provided for SED's end TEF's engsged in strike
ing at the Jap field on Munda Point or over at Vila, and whenever profit-
sble tergets appeared, fighters were senb out on sweeps.62 Daily photos
by the 17th Photo Reconnsissance Squsdron indicated that the Shortland-~
Foporang area off southern Bougainville wes the principel Japanese sea~
plane base in the Solomons. On 28 Merch the prints showed 27 float
planes in the eres, a tempting target for an aggressive fighter sweep;
accordingly Fighter Command ordered one irmediately, a dawn attack
scheduied for the following morning., The order celled for eight P=38's
end an equal numter of Corsairs to make one run over the target at 0620,

20 minutes before sunrise, then to return home on a direct course. The
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Gorseirs were to lead, since they were bettsr equipped for night navigs-
tion, but shortly after taking off, the leading Corseir developed trouble
and Capt. Thomms G, Leanphier, Jr., of the 70th Fighter Scuadron assumed

. comnend, Before the helfway point was reached, three FiU's developed
engine trouble, and three more left the formation as the flight passed
through heavy weather in the Treasury area. Three P-38!'s fell out be~ -
fore, reaching Shortland, which left Lanphier a total force of only five
P-38's and one E:l;ﬂ. At 50-foot altitude, four P-38's gwept over the
Shortland side at 0630, destroying six moored aireraft in a single run,
while the two remaining strafers esught two more float plames over on
the Poporang side. Just as the first plane completed its rumn, the
Japanese AA gunners opened, end albthough thelr fire wes intenss, not
a plane was h:i.t.63 Thug far the migsion was a clear success, bub it
was nobt yet over; six miles emst of Shortland the £flight spobted a
large enemy destroyer which immediately began desperate evasive msneuvers.
Again attacking at 50 feet, two P=-38's swept over the ship to silence
most of the AA, after which the rest of the flight followed through
until each man had made four pasces, Ten minutes later when the planes
left, the é.estroyar was lying dead in the water, aflame from stem to
stern, and with a l5-degree list, The only partial casualty was the

- P=38 of Lt, Rex T, Barber of the 339th Fighter Squadron who made one pass
a bit too low,shearing off the top of the warshipts foremast with his

. wing tip; but the resultant loss of three feel of his wing seemed to

’ cuuse no trouble snd the P-~38 was landed normally.sé
When the month ended, the tore of enemy plenes destroyed had
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reached an all-~-tims low of approximately 16; not until Nay of 1944,
at the conclusion of the Eabaul campaign, was the number of enemy
glirceraft destroyed to sink to s compareble figura.65 COMAIRSOLS?
Fighter Command could report that 1ts P=39's had shot domm eight of the total,
and not & loss was incurred for the entire month by eny of its planes.66

April provided a different story. Admirsl Halsey was losing no
time in preparing for a frogh offensive thrust and the "s.ps knew it,
Down on Guadalcanal large stock piles of fuel, ammunition, supplies,
end equipment were being stored in dumps, despite the sericus unlosd-
ing difficulties.67_ L7ing off the Lunga shore were the cargo vessels
and transports; ascross the channel at Tulagi were the warships of the
task forces which moved in and out of that growing naval base, AZl
these were fat targets for the enemy's Vals end Bettys If only they
could break through the fighter defenses. And if they could- not-reach
Cuadalcanal, they might strike at the advanced air instellations
rapidly nearing completion on the Rusgells,

Japanese pllobs struck on the opening day of the month, AL 1023
the raders on the Russells indicated a large number of aircraft at a
point 125 miles west of thre island. Thus warned, Fighter Command put
an air combat patrol over the task force Iying at Tulagl and over the
CACTUS fields, alerted reserve crews, and sent up 28 Wildeatis, 8
FiU's, end 6 P-381s to intercept, Shortly before 1100 the first
group of 30 to 40 Zekes and Hamps was engaged over the Russells st
altitudes ranging from 22,000 down to 12,000 feet, The Jap tried two

raids, one foltowing the other, with the result that for nearly three
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hours thers was continuons action. Perbaps the alm was to exhasust
A111ed fighter strength in the initial assault, thereby enabling the
gecond wave to drive home a successful sirafing or bombing aftack on
. the Russell :i,ns{;9.119:".'.5.011.éj8 Whatever the intention of the enemy, his
effort failed, The final score showed 20 of his Zeros down, for a loss
to Fighter Command of six plenes in combat, one of which was a P-38;
three of the pllots were rescued :1.1:11.'1!.-.d.i.a:tml;;r.69 Pedio Tokyc reported
the day's achtion as a great successy it claimed thelt 34 Grummens, 10
P-381g, and 3 Corsairs had been shot down; "U, S. mass production has turned
into mass destruction., Some day the U, S, public will learn the truth.“70
The Jap would have to try harder if he seriously hoped to break
through the defenses, He was having trouble enough in supplying his
» own bases on New GeBrgia and et Vila, where his small cargo vessels
were often the target for fighter sweeps up from CACTUS. On 2 April
seven P-381s and six Corsairs swep’t over a small well-camouflaged AK
hiding in Kokolopi Bay at Velle lLavella., Three P=38's were over first,
attacking at mast-head height and dropping their partially loaded belly
tanks to drench the vessel with gasoline, which then was sget afire by
incendiaries. ¥hen the planes lef't for home the shlp wes afire and
heavily damaged; a later report confirmed its s.’u:zk:'.ng.'?1
For approximately one week after his rebuff on the first day of
the month the enemy conducted sporadic night bomblng against the new
. base; then on the 7th he tried another daylight assault. 4 photo
report received thet morning showed a total of 246 fighters in the

72
Solomons in addition to 12 or more hombers, Indlecating the enemy was
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in a pogition to meke a powerful strike, supplemented by his bhombers
brought down from Rebasul, GCosstwatchers on New Georgls gave the
first warning of the approsching enemy planes; no less than 160 of
them were reported coming down the Slot between New Georgia and

Santa Issbel. There were dive bomberz and fighters, and their target
wes the shipping at Koll Point, a convoy near Rua Sura off’ihe easth
coast of Guadalcanel, and a task force lying at Tulagi. Every avail-
able fighter on Guadalcunal was put into the sir to intercept; 76
planes went up, including 36 Wildeats, 9 Corsairs, 6 P-40's, 12 P-38's,
and 13 P»39%'-, but of this number & returned.fcr operational remsons
and 14 others msde no contact.73 All bombers were gent off to the south-
east tip of Guadalcenal to avoid damage in the event the attack should
be directed mpainst the airfields. )

As the enemy acproached Guadelcanal, his_planes separated into
smeller flights, so thot fighting coccurred off the Russells, between
Cape Esperance and Savo Island, near Tulagi, and over the convoy east
of Guadalecmnal, P=38's had an excellent opporitunity to test their
effectiveness at high altitude. Captsin Lanphler with three other
pilots scrambled to 31,000 feet over Cape Esperance in 22 minutes,
and by using to full sdventage their planes! superior speed both on
level flight and in shallow climb, these fowr pilots alone mccounted
for seven Zeroa.74 Total losses to the Jep were heavy; 39 of his
fighters and dive bombers wére shot down, 27 of them being credited

5
0 the Wildeats, 1 to the Corsairs, and 13 to the ALF planes,
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Kshili/swarmed with fighters ready to cover Yamemcto's movements.

After lively debate the decision was reached, Eighteen P-38!s
ware ordered to be mede ready, To fly them Fighter Commend se
lected eight of the best pilots from each of the 12th end 339th
Squadrons, vilus two from the 70th Squadron, a process which cre~
ated considereble rivalry among the P-38 personnel, who greetly
outmmmbered the number of planes availa.ble.78 Of the 18, 4 were
designated as :bhe attack section under Capt. Thomas G. Lanphier,
Jr., of the 70th, while the other 1/ under Maj. John W. Mitchell
were to provide cover during the interception. Major Mitchell was
named leader of the ertire flight.

Briefing was done meticulously. It was reascned thet Yemamoto
would be fiying down Bougainville in one of his fastest bombera, that
he might come down on the west side of the island over Torokina, or
east over Kieba, btut thet hy staggering the times of interception
it would be possible to try for him regardisss of which route the
admiral mipght chooge, If he fajiled to arrive at the selected western
interception point, there would be time to streak across the island
and catch him east of Kshili, In any cace, on the eve of the attempt-
ed interception every detall was reviewed, az.‘or the nature of the mission
was such that the slightest error in timing would bring feilure, The
plan called for an overwater flight of 435 miles by & circultous route
which would avoid all land with its danger of detection by enemy coast-

watchers, and which would be flown at a height of 10 to 30 feet above
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the sea, If Yamamoto followed his schedule punctually--and he was
¥nown to have s passion for punciuality~~then &t 0935 he should he
over a point some 35 miles up the coast from Kehlli unless he had

. come by way of Kieta, in which case there still might be time to
intercept hi.m.ao

Seventeen planes left CACTUS at 0725 on thelr long flight.- -
One P~38 piloted by 1st Li. James D, McLenghan blew a tire on the
take-off, and a few minutes later Lt. Joseph F. Moore was forced to
turn back when his belly tanks fajiled to feed properly; but the remain-
ing 16 continued., Two hours and nine minutes later as the P-38's flew
in towerd land barely clearing the water, there zhead appeared the
enemy flying down the coest in a "V" gbout three miles distant,
Y"almost as if the affair had been pre-arranged with the mutual con=
sent of friend end :'.‘oe."81 Two Bettys were at 4,500 feet, covered
by two sections of three Zeros esch, flying 1,500 feet above and to
the rear, As Nitchell led his force up to covering altitude, originally
scheduled for 20,000 feet, lLanphier's four fighters converged on the
borbhers pulling up steadily st 200 mph in a 35~degree climb, Belly
tanks were dropped when they were yet two miles distent, although
i‘..ieutenant Holmes bad difficuliy in freeing his and Lieulenant Hine
remsined with him until the tank fell clesr,
Then the bombers saw their attackers., One made a turning dive,
. the other headed out for the shore line, and the Zercos peeled down in
- & string to head off the P-38's, A%t first Lenphier could not reach

o T 1 -, i
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he dove to treetop level %o catch the éleeing bomber, He caught 1t
broadside, With his burst a wing flew off and‘ the Betty fell flaming
into the jungle. Now to get awey. The Zeros had all the advantage
of altitude, and Lanphier made desperate efforts to escape them; he
side-slipped, skidded, and hedge-hopped the trees, with such success
that only two 7.7-mm, holes were found in his plane. Mesnwhile
Lieutenant Barber had attecked the other Betty, and though chased by
the Zeros, he was sble to catch the bomber. As he fired, its tell
section broke off.and, rolling over on its back, the plane went down,
disintegrating as it fell,

By this time the flight was on its way out of the Kehili-Short~
land area when Lieutenant Holmes sighted s stray Betty fiying low over
the water near loila Point. He dove on it; Hine smoked the left engine;
and Barber finished it off, when it exploded directly in front of him,
sending a piece through his left wing and knocking out his left inter-
cooler., Now the Zeros were attacking from all directions, end over on
Kahill the pilots could see a huge cloud of dust fanning out from the
wvash of & swarm of fighters taking off, TUnder heavy attack, the P-338Tg
withdrew. Lt, Raymond K, Hine's plene was hit in the left engine, axlld
he was lost seen losing altitude south of Shortland Island, but all
the others returned, Holmes ran out of ges, making a successful emer-
gency landing at the Russells, end Barver brought his damaged plane
back to Cﬁ.le.éla.lcs.mv.!l..82

The mission was remarkably successful. Esch ohe of the three sur-

viving sttack pllots wes eredited with one EBetty and one Zero fighter,
l L e

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

o etan

and among thelr victime was the belligerent chief of the Japsnresce
Imperial Navy. ? But it was difficult to determine which pilot hed
been the inmedizte cause of Yemamoto's death, though aveilable evidence
indicates that the credit probebly should go to Captain an.nph:‘.er.84
A major share of the credit belcngs to Maj. John Iﬁigchell, who maine
tained flawiess alr dlscipline throughout the arproach over the 435
miles, navigeting under complete radic silence » Using only & simple
compags end gir speed indicator, and enabling the attackers to meet
thelr vietirs elmost on the scheduled minute, Admiral Mitscher was
50 plensed st the results of the migsion that he requested permission
to grant the Navy Medal of Homor to Mitchell and to the members of the
attack section and the Navy Cross Lo all other participants, but the
awards were scaled down. Nlichell, Ln'nphier, Barber, Holmes, and Hire
all received the Nevy Cross, while the others were granted the Navy Air
Medal.85 |

For the balance of the month the work of the Fighter Cormend was
more routine. By 30 April s totel of 1 strafing missions had been
carried out agasinst barges, A positions, and. bivoumc ereas at Vile,
Munda, and over at Eekats Bay. The month's score showed that 73
erery planes bad been destroyed, €9 of them by fighters, for a logs of
20 planes and & pilots.86 The Jap was paying a heavy price in bis

attacks upon the Solomons positions. Ee would pey even mors heavily

Y
Hiy1 e s
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Chapter IT

ENEMY ATR ATTACKS UPON GUADALCANAL

By May there was evidence that the Thirteenth 4ir Force was begin-
ning to operete somewhat as its commenders desired; fresh units had
regched it and there was & better understanding of command relationships
and employrent of air power in the area.l During Maerch, 23 B-25!'s with
10 combet crews hed arrived in the theater, together with 6 B-2i's; in
the following month Genersl Twining was informed thet by the end of
April the current shgrtage of 11 mediun I;ombers and one heavy bomber
would be alimine.ted.‘ 74ditionel fighter pilots had arriveland on 22
May the remainirg two squedrons of the 307th Bombarément Group (E),
the 371et and 3724, left Hawaii for Espiritu Santo, together with the
£86th Chemical Gompan:v, Air Cperatlons .3 The /2d Bormberdment Group
(M) with 105 officers end 568 enlisted men had come into Noumee Harbor
on the Keui on 15 April, having sailed from San Frencisco on 28 March,
It imnediately moved its 75th Sguedron with new B-25C!s to Plaines des
Gaiacs for training, and the 390th Squadron to Fiji, where Col, Harry
E, Wilson assumed command of the group.é

There was & note of optimienm in General Hermon's report of 1 May
to General Arnold; he found that the orgenization of the Thirteenth Alr
Force under an air general who was able to devete his full time to air
operetiong had ®helped tremendously.“5 The Thirteenth's cormrander,
Geperal Twiring, could alsc polnt to significant strides. He was

opbimistic over the effect upon supply and meintensnce resulting from

o HY Wvronwnte
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the recent authorizetion of the XIII Air Force Air Service Command,
which had been sctivated on 14 April.6 He could report substantial
improverents in living conditions at all stations and he doubted that
. there would be any repetition of the serioue sickness rate which had

laid low so many personnel of the 1lth Bomberdment Croup., Nevertheless,
the malaris rate was still extremely high and would remsin so until the
month of J'une.7

Air force lieadquarters were at Espiritu Santo where Twining eould
remain in close proximity to COMAIRSOPAC, but the operating sections of
the Bomber and Fighter Commands were up on Gusdalcenel. Bomber Commend
by the end of April was establishing itgelf on the new fisld st Eoli
Point known eg Carney Field, and Fighter Command was located at Fighter
No. 2 (Kukum) near Henderson., Airdrome facilities on Guadalesnal were -
improving repidly. During the first three months of 1943 the 6éth and
1th Newal Construction Batlslions had constructed Carney Field, near

*  Koli Point just east of the Nelimbu River, and on 15 June the 810th

Engireer Aviation Battaelion assumed the respongihility for operetion
and maintenance of this 1:‘:1.431(3..‘C3

Generel Iwiring now could count on opersting in the near future
two heavy groups at full strength, plus one complete medium group and
two reduced fighter groups. To General Arncld he sent the i:ollowing

b
plan of assignment for thece tactical organizetions:

‘ Guedelcanal:

Hq. 5th Bomberdment Group (H ) m

2 tacticel =squadrons
Hq. 307th Bombardment Group (H)
2 tscticel sguadrons 3
Bq. 428 Bombardment Group (1) N A
2 tectlcal squadrons ' ALY A -
Hg. 18th Fighter Group
3 tacticel squedrons {The P=38 squadron was divided between
e Guadelcenal and New Caledonia in order
B S ... . to_carry on treining.)
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Espiritu Sapto:
Two tecticsl squedrons from each of the 5th and 307th Bomberd-
meht Groups (H)
Hg. 4Ath Photographic Group
18th FPhotographic Squsdron
Efate:
One fighter squedron :
New Caledonie:
Hoe 347th Fighter Group

) plue fighter squadron
1 bowberdment squadron (M)

Fijis

One fighter squadron
One tomterdment squadren (M)

£11 these umits were rotated through Gusdaleensl. The eir force
cormander adritted that his squadrons were spread rather thinly over a
grest ares, btubt believed that the advanisges made this arrangement de-
sireble, HRotaticn of the flying personnel helped to maintain the crews
in better physical condition and the reer area units, in addition to
thelr assigoment to the local defense forces, were used for the training
end Indoctrination of new crews and for reorganizing units returning from
combat. An asdditional resson for holding aircreft back from Guadsleanal
wag the limited number of flelds then operzble on that ferward hase,
ALF planee were uging three fields, each having bub one strip, and
Twining felt thet the faciiitlies did not justifly essigning any additional
aireraft, preferring instead to fly in reinforcements when necessary.lo

The whole guestion of proper dispersion of planes In the formward

area hsd plagued the AAF commsnders ever since the early weeks of the

Guadelesnal campaign, 4s lste as & Nerch, a r